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NEVER DRIP SPOUT and NEVER DRIP SPOUT WITH STRAINER 

Field of the Invention 

A device that attaches to a bowl, pot, pan or other type of vessel, such as 
the kind used in cooking, but not limited to cooking vessels, is designed to 
5 eliminate drips and spills when pouring liquids from the vessel or container, 

by directing the flow of liquids over a spout, rather than over the rim of the 
container, thereby making the container or vessel itself a pouring device. 
This is achieved by creating a spout protruding over the side of the vessel 
by means of sliding the said device over the rim edge of the vessel. In 
10 addition a second version of the device provides a strainer which is 

integrated in the design of said spout such that solids, which need to remain 
in the vessel, may be separated from the liquids that are being poured out of 
the vessel . 

The molded elastomer device is flexible in design and can adapt to various 
15 sizes and shapes of bowls, pots, pans or other types of vessels and attaches 

to the vessel by sliding it over the rim of a vessel. The gripping effect of 
the device is created by the gap between the outer flange or panel portion 
(the side that is in contact with the outside of the vessel) , and the inner 
flange or panel portion (the side that is in contact with the inside of the 
2 0 vessel) . This gap is sufficiently wide and flexible to fit over the rim of the 

vessel but is narrow enough to make a tight connection to vessels of varying 
rim widths and shapes. The horizontal channel at the top portion of the gap 
is wider and designed to accommodate various rim designs. Being fabricated of 
molded elastomer, the device is sufficiently flexible horizontally and 
25 structurally so that it can conform to a variety of vessel diameters. 

The present invention relates to cooking because it permits the pouring of 
liquids from pots, pans or bowls, but is not limited to cooking because it can 
be used for practically any type of bowl or container thereby turning it into 
a pouring vessel . 
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Background of the Invention 

Present problems that this invention remedies: 

When pouring liquids of various viscosities from a vessel, it is common for 
some of that liquid to drip over the rim of the vessel such that the outside 
5 of the vessel itself, and/or the surface upon which the vessel is then placed, 

may become soiled. By using the Never Drip and Never Drip with Strainer (with 
and without holes) spout accessory, drips and soiling can be eliminated. 
In addition, during the act of pouring, it is sometimes necessary to separate 
and drain liquids from solids. By using the Never Drip Strainer accessory, one 
10 may pour and strain without soiling a vessel or surface upon which the vessel 

is then placed. 

Prior Patents 

2,106,381 01/1938 Rough 

Although stated as not necessarily specific to paint cans, this pouring spout 
15 is stated to be "especially" useful for connecting to a paint can, or 

containers with removable lids such as paint cans. This device is designed to 
fit within the channels of a paint can, and will not fit properly, or seal 
tightly to other vessel types. In contrast the Never Drip accessory may be 
used with a variety of vessel types. The design of the Never Drip features an 
20 inner channel to direct the flow of liquid to a spout -protrusion on the outer 

rim of a vessel . 

Conversely the paint can spout promotes a concave plate in the shape of a 
visor to constitute the pouring spout and contains no strainer. 
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2,471,189 05/1949 Bartels 

This device is stated as being applied especially for use with paint cans to 
facilitate pouring and straining. This device is designed to fit around the 
entire circumference of a paint can and is therefore restricted to the 
5 diameter of the container. As with the prior Rough invention, this device is 

designed to fit within the channels of a container with a specific rim and lid 
design, and will provide neither a proper fit, nor a tight seal to any other 
type of vessel . 

The Never Drip may be applied to a wide variety of vessels for use in, but not 
10 limited to, cooking, crafts, or laboratory use. 

2,604,232 07/1952 Ruhlin 

This device has a lid design that fits over a large portion of a vessel, and 
features a gasket to seal the lid onto a container and a spout to facilitate 
pouring of liquids. The spout is similar to that of a teapot in that it is a 
15 closed funnel. This device does not provide a strainer. Conversely the Never 

Drip is a small and portable apparatus that is flexible such that it can 
accommodate a variety of vessel diameters. The Never Drip is attached by 
sliding over the rim edge of a vessel and has an open spout that channels 
liquid over it. 

20 3,074,604 01/1963 Baroud 

This device is stated as being designed especially for use with conventional 
paint cans to facilitate pouring but does not contain a strainer. This device 
is designed to fit within the channels of a paint can rim, and will not fit 
properly, or seal tightly to other vessel types. In contrast the Never Drip 
25 accessory may be used with a variety of vessel types, and may be used for, but 

not limited to, cooking, crafts, or laboratory use. 
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4,240,568 12/1993 Pool 

This invention relates to containers having a brim and gutter rim, such as 
found in conventional paint cans. It is designed to fit specifically within 
the channels of the lid, and is designed to encompass the entire circumference 
5 of the container and will not accommodate a variety of vessel sizes and 

shapes. While it is designed to retard spillage, it provides the additional 
functionality of removing excess liquid from a paint brush. The Never Drip may 
be applied to a wide variety of vessels for use in, but not limited to, 
cooking, crafts, or laboratory use and does not have a specific use for 
10 removing excess paint from paint brushes.. 

5,169,040 12/1992 Wiley 

The patent adds a spout with a channel to a pre-existing spout as a 
means of directing liquid flow so as to eliminate drips, and contains no 
strainer. The Never Drip is a device designed to fit specifically over the rim 
15 of a vessel and not within the channel of a pre-existing spout. 

5,195,662 03/1992 Neff 

This device is stated as being designed especially for use with conventional 
paint, stain or varnish type cans to facilitate pouring. This device is 
designed to fit within the channels of a paint can, and will not fit properly, 
20 or seal tightly to other vessel types, and does not contain a strainer. The 

Never Drip may be applied to a wide variety of vessels for use in, but not 
limited to, cooking, crafts, or laboratory use. 
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Summary of the Invention 



The Never Drip and Never Drip with Strainer devices solve the problem of 
liquids dripping down the side of the vessel during or after pouring by 
creating a drip-resistant spout protruding over the outside of the vessel. 
5 Once attached, the Never Drip device helps to eliminate drips, or soiling the 

outside of the vessel when pouring. Also, the device has a strainer attached 
such that during pouring, solids that are required to remain within the vessel 
may be separated from the liquids being poured from the vessel. In addition, 
the strainer may also be used to separate fluids having different specific 
10 gravities that settle differently, such as occurs with oil and water. 

The Never Drip device is composed of a flexible heat-resistant material that 
will not deform or be damaged when in contact with a vessel that is heated 
such as during cooking, nor will extreme cold temperatures affect the function 
of this accessory. This flexible material provides resilient traction, such 
15 that the combination of the tight grip on the vessel rim embraced in the gap 

between the inner and outer flange surfaces, and the resilient traction of the 
material, reduces the likelihood of the Never Drip device sliding off during 
use . 

The combination of the tight grip and the resilient, flexible material creates 
20 a seal on the inner surface of the Never Drip device, thereby reducing the 

likelihood of liquid seeping between the inner grip flange of the attachment, 
and the rim of the vessel . 

A principal object of the invention is achieved by its design, which channels 
liquids from the vessel over the protruding spout rather than simply over the 
25 rim of the vessel, which would otherwise be a wide and messy pouring area. The 

protruding spout is also designed to eliminate drips during or after pouring 
from the vessel. Thus by using the attachment one can eliminate soiling the 
outside of the vessel, tabletop, counter or stove surface while or after 
liquids have been poured from the vessel. 
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Another object is that the device attaches with minimal effort to any vessel 
and is flexible enough to adapt to a variety of vessel designs. Also, by being 
composed of a heat resistant material, it may be attached to a vessel before, 
during or after the vessel is heated. The Never Drip device can be easily 
5 cleaned using conventional cleaning methods including a standard dishwasher 

or a simple soap and water rinse. 

A further object is that The Never Drip device is a versatile accessory and 
can be used for a multitude of functions including cooking, arts and crafts, 
laboratory use, or any activity where a vessel is being used with liquid that 
10 requires pouring, and which has a rim that can accommodate the Never Drip 

device . 

Still another object of the invention is that The Never Drip device is 
flexible in design and can adapt to various sizes and shapes of bowls, pots, 
pans or other types of vessels. The Never Drip device is attached to the 

15 vessel by sliding it over the rim of a vessel. The gripping effect of the 

Never Drip device is created by the vessel rim-embracing gap between the outer 
flange (the edge that is in contact with the outside of the vessel) , and the 
inner flange (the edge that is in contact with the inside of the vessel) . This 
gap is sufficiently wide and flexible to fit over the rim of the vessel but 

2 0 is narrow enough to make a tight connection to vessels of varying rim widths 

and shapes. In addition the device is sufficiently flexible horizontally so 
that it can conform to a variety of vessel diameters. In addition, by using 
the Never Drip with Strainer accessory, one may pour as well as strain liquids 
from a vessel without soiling the vessel or surface upon which the vessel is 

25 then placed. 

Other objects of the invention will in part be obvious and will in part appear 
hereinafter. 
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The invention accordingly comprises the features of construction, combinations 
of elements, and arrangement of parts which will be exemplified in the 
constructions hereinafter set forth, and the scope of the invention will be 
indicated in the claims . 

For a fuller understanding of the nature and objects of the invention, 
reference should be made to the following detailed description taken in 
connection with the accompanying drawings, in which: 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

Never Drip Spout 

FIGURE 1 is the front view of a first embodiment the invention with the 
protruding spout extending towards the viewer. 

FIGURE 2A is the side view of the same Never Drip Spout showing the front 
protrusion of the spout and the rear flange grips. 

FIGURE 2B is a Sectional side view, taken on the plane 2B in FIGURE 1, 

showing the shape of the gap or slot that fits over the vessels rim. 

FIGURE 2C is an enlarged fragmentary side sectional view showing this 

embodiment tilted, pouring liquid over its protruding spout, 

FIGURE 3 is the top view showing the curvature on the horizontal plane. 

FIGURE 4 is the rear view of same device showing the backside of the spout and 

the two bulbous protrusions that act as flange grips to engage the inside of 

the bowl or vessel and the channel that guides the liquid. 

FIGURE 5 is a side isometric view of the same device. 

FIGURE 6 is the bottom view showing the curvature on the bottom horizontal 
plane, and the gap or slot that fits over the vessel as seen from the bottom. 

Never Drip Strainer Spout 
FIGURE 7 is the front view of a second embodiment of the invention with the 
protruding strainer spout extending towards the viewer. 

FIGURE 8A is the side view of this second Never Drip Strainer embodiment 
showing the front protrusion of the spout, the rear flange grip, and the 
extension of the strainer on the horizontal plane. 



FIGURE 8B is a Sectional side view, taken on the plane 8B in FIGURE 7, showing 
the shape of the gap or slot that fits over the vessel's rim, the spout 
f opening, the straining holes and the cross-section of the strainer. 

FIGURE 8C is an enlarged fragmentary side sectional view showing this strainer 
5 embodiment tilted, pouring liquid over its protruding spout while retaining 

entrained solids behind its strainer. 

FIGURE 9 is the top view showing the front curvature on the horizontal plane 
and the strainer with straining holes and front opening. 

FIGURE 10 is the rear view of this embodiment of the invention showing the 
10 back side of the spout and the two bulbous protrusions that act as flange 

grips to engage the inside of the bowl or vessel, the channel that guides the 

liquid over the spout, and the back edge of the strainer. 

FIGURE 11 is a front side isometric view of this second embodiment. 

FIGURE 12 is the bottom view showing the front curvature on the horizontal 
15 plane, the strainer with straining holes and opening, and the gap or slot that 

fits over the vessel's rim as seen from the bottom. 

Never Drip Strainer Spout (no holes) 
FIGURE 13 is the front view of a simpler form of the second embodiment of the 
invention with the protruding spout with one opening extending towards the 
20 viewer. 

FIGURE 14A is the side view of the same device showing the front protrusion 
of the spout, the rear grip, and the extension of the strainer with no holes 
on the horizontal plane. 

FIGURE 14B is a Sectional side view, taken from the plane 14B in FIGURE 13, 
25 showing the shape of the gap or slot that fits over the vessel's rim, the one 

spout opening, and the cross-section of the strainer. 

FIGURE 14C is an enlarged fragmentary side sectional view showing this 
embodiment tilted, pouring liquid over its protruding spout. 

FIGURE 15 is the top view showing the front curvature on the horizontal plane, 
3 0 the strainer and single front opening. 
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FIGURE 16 is the rear view of the same device showing the backside of the 
spout and the two bulbous protrusions that act as flange grips to engage the 
inside of the bowl or vessel, the channel that guides the liquid over the 
spout, and the back edge of the strainer. 
5 FIGURE 17 is a front -side isometric view of this device, and 

FIGURE 18 is the bottom view showing the front curvature on the horizontal 
plane, the strainer and single opening, and the gap or slot that fits over the 
vessel's rim as seen from the bottom. 
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Detailed Description of the Invention 



The Never-Drip device is a flexible accessory that can adapt to various sizes 
and shapes of bowls, pots, pans or other types of vessels by sliding it over 
the rim of a vessel by means of a slot 1, that divides the front or outside 
5 panel flange portion 8 extending downward below a spout 2, from the back or 

inner panel or flange portion where there are two bulbous lateral terminal 
rear flange grips 3 . The gripping effect of the accessory is created by the 
slot 1 that separates the front panel or flange 8 where the spout 2 is located 
(the side that is in contact with the outside of the vessel) , and the inner 
10 flange grips 3 (the side that is in contact with the inside of the vessel) . 

The gap of this slot 1 is sufficiently wide and flexible to fit over the rim 
of the vessel but is narrow enough to make a snug connection to vessels of 
varying rim widths. In addition, the slot 1 has a wider channel at the top to 
accommodate the diverse variety of rim shapes. 

15 The outer front flange portion 8 of the device has an upper protrusion that 

extends the full width of the attachment, culminating in a shallow central 
spout 2, which is located on center and in the upper front portion of the 
device. The inner part of the device is comprised of two bulging rear flange 
grips 3, on the left and right side of the inner flange, connected by a 

2 0 web 4 . 

In the embodiment shown in FIGURES 7-12, a strainer 5 with straining holes 6 
is connected to the upper portion of the back section of the device. The 
purpose of the strainer is to hold back larger entrained solid particles while 
the strainer holes 6 and a front central strainer opening 7 permit liquid to 
25 pass over the spout 2. 

The embodiment shown in FIGURES 13-18 is similar, but its strainer 5 is 

provided only with a functional opening 7 where liquid wells upward to be 

poured over spout 2. In this embodiment, used for pouring liquids with no 
entrained solids, the small strainer holes 6 are not needed. 
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FIGURES 13 and 16 illustrate the upper surface of strainer panel 5 as being 
substantially flat in a plane substantially parallel to the plane defined by 
the upper vessel rim embraced in slot 1. If desired, the upper surface of 
strainer 5 may be very mildly dished in a concave shape as indicated in FIGURE 
5 13, and also in FIGURE 7, where the holes 6 are seen in this front view 

between spout 2 and the rear edge of strainer 5. 

FIGURES 9, 11, 15 and 17 indicate that slightly raised front ridges 9 may be 
formed along the upper front rim of the accessory along the junction of 
strainer panel 5 and the depending outer front flange panel 8, interrupted 
10 only by the shallow central spout 2. These same FIGURES indicate that an 

extremely shallow groove 10 may be formed directly behind front edge 9, 
serving to direct poured liquid on the upper surface of strainer 5 toward the 
central pour spout 2 . 

The shape of the slot 1 designed to embrace the upper rim of the vessel 

15 receiving this device is shown as a sector of a circle in the bottom views of 

FIGURES 6, 12 and 18, and its slightly enlarged uppermost portion is shown by 
dashed lines in these views. The radius of curvature of this circular sector 
is preferably selected to fall within the range of. average radii of curvature 
of the vessel rims of bowls, pots and pans used in most home kitchens, which 

20 might be a range of from three to six inches, for example. The elastic 

flexibility and resilience of the molded elastomers from which these 
accessories are molded will permit them to be bent or flexibly stretched to 
accommodate vessel rims within such a range of radii. The width of slot 1 is 
preferably selected in the same manner to accommodate standard rim 

25 thicknesses, and accessories having different slot widths may be molded to 

accommodate ceramic bowls, plastic bowls, or metal saucepans or cooking pots. 
It will thus be seen that the objects set forth above, and those made apparent 
from the preceding description, are efficiently attained and, since certain 
changes may be made in the above construction without departing from the scope 

30 of the invention, it is intended that all matter contained in the above 

description or shown in the accompanying drawings shall be interpreted as 
illustrative and not in a limiting sense. 
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